
Weekly Update 5-9-21 
 
Dear Pepper Drive Families, 
Welcome to my weekly update. I hope it finds you and your family well. There is no principal’s 
newsletter this week, but you can find all past copies and communication on our website for 
your review. On our website, https://pd.santeesd.net , scroll down to the Features section for a 
link called “From the Principal’s Office.” 
 
I wanted to begin with a warm thank you to all who participated in our Read-a-Thon Fundraiser. 
We achieved our fundraising goal!  We also logged over 69,000 minutes of reading on our 
student pages. Only about half of our students created pages, so we know that much more 
reading than that was taking place. What a terrific event. An important note: if your child raised 
any funds, they need to go to their reader page and click the “Shop Now” button to shop in the 
Reward Store. It will only be open until the middle of this week, so the sooner the better. The 
company will be shipping rewards shortly thereafter. We will distribute them when they arrive. 
 
Next, students in grades 3-8 will begin state testing this month, some as early as this week. Your 
child’s teacher should be communicating specifics, and you can also find the general schedule 
here: SBAC Testing Schedule. Remember, state testing has been shortened this year and won’t 
really be comparable to past years. We just hope our students will do their best. We encourage 
a restful night’s sleep and regular meals during testing. 
 
Speaking of meals, I wanted to remind you that free breakfast and lunch are available to all 
students at Pepper Drive. For more information, including menus, check out the Child Nutrition 
Webpage on the Santee School District Website. 
 
I’m also proud to let you know that our Counseling Department, led by Mr. Sesma is preparing 
some parent information evenings in honor of May being Mental Health Awareness Month. 
Check out this flyer for dates and times: Mental Health Awareness Events Meeting links will be 
sent prior to the events. Topics include Why is Mental Health Important?, Self-Care for Parents, 
and Summer Break Expectations. The first evening, May 18, is the same night as our next ELAC 
meeting and will follow it. ELAC members, we hope you will stay online and enjoy as all 
evenings will be available for translation into Spanish and Arabic. 
 
Finally, 8th grade parents, please save the morning of the last day of school, June 9, for 8th 
Grade Promotion. We will be having a live, in-person version of promotion. There will be limited 
attendance and more details will be coming your way in the near future. 
 
As always, I wish you safety and health. 
 
I’ll see you in the halls. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Hooks 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/fgt2ox8HDZCWeyuG2XQarQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRiAc63P0QXaHR0cHM6Ly9wZC5zYW50ZWVzZC5uZXRXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmAaN5sgYMhk1rlSFnRlZC5ob29rc0BzYW50ZWVzZC5uZXRYBAAAAAE~
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-laOGa3aBuJQeq7k81KxgFwk57Ksu2uPjhJumynr0U4/edit
http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=2707152252113767
http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=2707152252113767
http://www.santeesd.net/
https://share.peachjar.com/flyers/2071992/districts/5765


 
 


